"Christ's Family in the City"
Purpose Statement:

Long Beach Friends Church is a loving family of Jesus' disciples seeking to glorify His name among the people of the inner-city Long Beach community. As a family-oriented, Bible-teaching, mission-minded church with a strong emphasis on equipping disciples for service and ministry, we share a message of hope and life with an eternal purpose in Jesus Christ.
More about us and our beliefs...

Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me." 
- John's Gospel, chapter 14, verse 6 

"There is one, Christ Jesus, who can speak to your condition."
- George Fox

Officially organized in 1892 after beginning as a home Bible class in 1888, the Long Beach Friends Church has survived many changes in the Long Beach community, adjusting its ministries to the needs and changes of the city. In this multi-ethnic city, the Lord has raised up a multi-ethnic church with a strong outreach to young people, a place where all are one in Christ. Hopelessness is being replaced by purpose, and that purpose's name is Jesus Christ. Today, it is our goal to be a growing and powerful testimony of God's power and love in the downtown Long Beach community. 

Our vision is of a vast and ripe harvest field of people from all of the peoples of the world, ripe for the harvest, and at our doorsteps. People are hungry for the hope and peace that come through Jesus Christ. "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few." Those of us called to this ministry believe that our Lord has something very special and significant in store for urban peoples of Long Beach, to the honor and glory of the name of Jesus Christ. We are privileged to be with Him in what He is doing in this place!

Ten Core Ministry Values

1. A new, eternal life in Christ as a child of God is the foundation of every good thing that will last. A close and personal relationship with Christ is our life; nothing else can substitute for it. Galatians 3:36-39, John 1:12, John 15:5, John 17:3, Colossians 2:6, Hebrews 10:22 

2. It is God's purpose that all of His people be conformed to the image of Christ, displaying His purposes, life, attitudes, and relationship with His Father in our lives. Ephesians 4:15, 2 Corinthians 3:18, Romans 8:28-29, Philippians 2:5-8; John 14:10-21, John 15:12-17, John 1:14 

3. God intends His people to study the Bible, Old and New Testaments, under the guidance of His Spirit. Through study of the scripture by the Spirit of God, we come to know God more clearly and understand His purposes and ways more completely. Any person who stands against the teaching of the Bible in teaching or action, even if they claim the immediate guidance of God, is mistaken and in sin. John 8:31-32, John 20:31, 2 Timothy 3:14-17, 2 Peter 1:19-21, 2 Peter 3:15-18, Psalm 1:1-3, Psalm 19:7-11 

4. Christ has called us to be his people - a "Third Race" - not separated ethnic churches. The church must be the people of God operating in the unity of His purpose under His headship of His Son. Galatians 3:36-38, 1 Peter 2:9-10, Philippians 1:27, Romans 12:5, John 17:20-23, 1 Corinthians 12:12-13, Ephesians 1:10 

5. Honest, serving compassion is witness of Christ's unconditional love. Service offered in love to "the least of these" is the natural result of developing Christ's heart and is the beginning of evangelism as heart needs are addressed. Matthew 8:16-17, Matthew 22:29, Matthew 25:40, 1 Peter 2:12, 1 Timothy 6:17-18, 1 John 3:16-17 

6. A God-given personal identity and purpose - a mission in life - is the beginning of personal change, accountability, and responsible living. People need to know acceptance and love from God and his people. We are each created with a purpose and a place in Christ's kingdom. Ephesians 2:10, John 15:16, Psalm 139:13-16, 1 Corinthians 12:7 

7. God's people must be an uncompromising light in a compromised world. We must ask ourselves, "How should I live because of who I am in Christ and in the light of his calling?" Our commitment must be to Christ and His body above all else - whether career, culture, or comfort. Matthew 5:14-16, Luke 9:23-25, Romans 12:1-2, 1 John 1:15-17, 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 

8. Deep relationships of trust with a few individuals - as Christ with his disciples - are what is necessary to make disciples of Jesus. Impersonal "at arms length" ministry will not accomplish God's purposes; personal acceptance and love form a foundation of trust on which truth can grow. John 13:34-35, Matthew 4:19, Acts 4:13 

9. Leaders and disciples are best equipped for servant ministry by developing character, humility, healthy relationships, experience, knowledge, and skills through practice in ministry, mentoring, and teaching in the local body of Christ. Ephesians 4:11-16, 1 Peter 2:1-5 

10. It is vital that God's people pass on the good news, teaching, and ministry preparation that we have received to others, who will reliably minister and equip a new generation of ministers. Reproducing oneself in 2 disciples of Christ who will reproduce themselves is more important than leading multitudes of people to make a profession of Christ without extended discipling that leads them into discipleship and ministry. Matthew 28:18-20, 2 Timothy 2:2, Acts 1:8 
