OPEN CONFESSION

The purpose of the Open Confession is to give a new brother or sister in Christ a chance to confess their new life in Christ. Traditionally this has been done by many denominations and churches through baptism. To confess that Jesus is Lord in a person’s life is a great honor, but I believe it has two other significant ramifications also.

Traditionally when a person chooses to get baptized he invites friends and family to the occasion to express not only their joy in this new life, but to show that they are serious about their new relationship with Christ. The second ramification is that once a person confesses Christ and is baptized, he has just made himself open for other Christians to encourage, teach and hold accountable this new Christian. When a person is baptized in front of a group of believers and says, “Yes, I am a Christian” it is not just an act of faith, but a statement of belonging and commitment. 

Friends traditionally do not use baptism by water as an expression of faith because we hold to the truth that true baptism is from the Holy Spirit and a person is baptized by the Holy Spirit once that person accepts Christ as Lord and Savior through faith. There has also been confusion in many churches, denominations and individuals as to what baptism means exactly for a new believer and his faith. This is another reason Friends have traditionally not baptized with water. I whole heartedly agree to this and do not believe that we need to baptize people for any reason. But I do believe that new Christians are missing out on something that can be a huge step in their faith and growth process. They need something that is an expression of their new found faith. Open Confession can be that expression and can help them feel like they have become part of something bigger. I believe that an Open Confession can take the place of baptism and will be good for not only the individual doing the confession, but for the entire church body as well.


If Open Confession is used in our churches it will give the new Christian an outlet to express his new faith in Christ. He can still invite friends and family to the service in which he will openly confess his faith and devotion to Christ. This will be a testimony to all that he is serious (including the confessor) and there is no turning back. He will feel like he has just become part of a bigger family and he will know that he is loved and accepted. This person will also begin to understand his responsibility and his part in that bigger family. His confession will not be coerced in any way, but will need to come about by his desire to do so only. Once he decides to openly confess Christ to the congregation he will also have a milestone in his life to look back upon as a huge stepping stone in his walk of faith.


The Open Confession is also good for the church as well. They will have the joy and honor of seeing and hearing a new brother or sister confess his allegiance to Christ. They will be reminded of the time when they first came to Christ. The Open Confession will remind them of all of their prayers, planning, ministry and evangelism that they have been doing. This will be an opportunity for them to see some of the fruit of their labor. It will also be a time to remind them of their responsibility to this new believer to help him grow and mature in Christ Jesus and it will help them build unity in the Body. 


I believe that with confession in front of a group of believers (that has a mix of people from the mature in Christ to the person who doesn’t yet know Jesus) there are possibilities for misunderstanding and problems. I believe it is the responsibility of the pastor or leader of the Open Confession time to explain clearly to the new believer the ramifications (all good in my opinion) and responsibilities of confessing Christ openly. It is important that the new believer is very clear about what he/she is doing. It is also the pastor/leader’s responsibility to explain clearly the Open Confession time and explain to the congregation their responsibilities at the time of the new believer’s confession.  


To help the new believer completely understand what he/she is doing there are some important guidelines to be reconciled before the Open Confession takes place. These should be discussed with the National Ministry and Council before they are adopted. The guidelines below are simply ideas that need to be discussed. 
-    He/She should already be a professing Christian

· He/She should be a Christian for at least 6 months

· He/She should have studied the CCC Follow Up books or equivalent

· He/She should be in continued study such as Firm Foundations or equivalent
· Local leaders should know this person well enough to recommend he/she to participate in the Open Worship

· The local pastor/leader should meet with this person to explain clearly what this confession means before the Open Confession time (i.e. Has nothing to do with salvation)

Another factor that needs to be discussed among the leaders and that is if a pastor/leader should go with this new believer to his  house before the Open Confession at church and explain to his family what it means and invite them to the service. This may need to be determined on a case-by-case analysis and should be determined by the National Ministry and Council or by the local leaders.


Below is a sample of the program that can be used in each church during the Open Confession time. This can be changed and altered as each congregation or National Ministry and Council sees fit to do so.

Sunday Morning Open Confession Service (5-7 minutes):

Leader and Confessor(s) stand together in front of congregation.

Leader asks confessor a set of questions and waits for a response (ex. Below).
Leader: 
Do you believe with all your heart that Jesus is Lord?

Confessor: 
(answer)
Leader: 
Do you believe that Jesus is your savior?

Confessor: 
(answer)

Leader:
Do you understand that Jesus died for your sins?

Confessor:
(answer)

Leader:
Do you understand that your sins were buried with Christ and that you 



are a new creation in Christ?

Confessor:
(answer)

Leader:
Do you understand that Jesus rose from the grave and that in this new



life you have a relationship with God and have the power in Christ to



overcome sin?

Confessor:
(answer)

Leader:
Do you know for sure that because of what Jesus did for you on the Cross



that you will have eternal life with Him?

Confessor: 
(answer)

Leader:
When you confess that Jesus is Lord of your life, do you understand that



This means that you will allow Him to rule in your life?

Confessor:
(answer)

Leader:
Do you understand that you are now part of His Body and have 



responsibilities to find and use the Gifts that God has given you in this 



church and in your community?

Confessor:
(answer)

Leader:
 Amen
The Leader now faces the congregation and asks them a set of questions and then waits for the congregation to respond.
Leader:
Now that we have a new brother/sister in our church and he/she 



understands his/her responsibilities, we also need to be reminded of our

responsibilities to him/her.

Do you agree to take him/her into our congregation as a fellow brother/

sister in Christ?

Church:
(answer)
Leader:
Do you as a congregation agree that you will help this new believer grow 

up and mature in Jesus Christ?

Church:
(answer)

Leader:
Do you agree to teach him/her the Bible and help him/her understand what



it means to follow Jesus?

Church:
(answer)

Leader:
Do you agree to be a good example for him/her and promise to be faithful 



to God’s Calling on your life and to what God is calling you to do in the 



life of this new brother/sister?  

Church:
(answer)

Leader:
Amen



Prayer

The congregation is now invited to welcome and congratulate the new believer(s).
Possible verses to read before or after the Open Confession are:


John 17:20-26

Romans 10:9

James 5:16


1 Cor.  13


Galatians 3:22-28*

Galatians 5:13


Ephesians 4:1-6

1 Peter 4:10


Others?

